Table of contents
Preface

7

1. Space and its role in economy 9
2. Geographic environment and its resources 28
3. The city and urbanisation processes 53
4. European Union spatial management 71
5. Spatial location of economic activity 91
6. Spatial economic networks 119
7. New trends in the geopolitical space at the beginning of 21st century 141
8. Migration 156
9. Spatial dimension of innovation 176
10. Spatial dimension of clusters 196
11. Spatial planning 212
Appendices
225
12. Quality of urban place 238
13. A historical overview of the institutions and problems of regional development
in Turkey 252
List of figures 267
List of tables 268

International spatial..._Korenik_Księga1.indb 5

2012-05-09 07:14:51

Preface
The book is a result of close cooperation of three research units: Department of City
and Regional Planning of Selcuk University in Turkey, Department of Regional and
Local Development of Jan Evangelista Purkyně University in Ústí nad Labem in the
Czech Republic and Department of Spatial Economy and Local Administration of
Wrocław University of Economics in Poland.
The economy at the beginning of the 21st century is increasingly becoming a global
economy. This fact entails different consequences for countries, business units, or individuals. At the same time, rapid advances in technology and the use of the achievements
in the practice are changing the living conditions of entire societies. The period which
now exists in the economy can be defined as a permanent innovation that enters by
diffusion into all areas of socio-economic life. As a result, new services and products
are introduced, changing fashions, tastes and preferences. This leads to the dynamic
changes in the modern world. These changes are cumulative, and for the average person they are often confusing, on the one hand, and very tedious on the other. It is
claimed that only constant learning gives people a chance to adapt to these changes.
In the context of these general observations the role of space in contemporary
realities should be highlighted. On the one hand, with the development of means
of communication the space has ‘shrunk.,’ On the other, thanks to the development
of communications infrastructure we have got to know its diversity. It turns out that the
space is not only the element of nature (animate and inanimate), but also people with
their culture, both material and spiritual one. Anthropogenization of space is a reality
and must be reconciled; however, these changes should be made in a thoughtful and
rational way. This contemporary space is becoming a major-elect of the economy.
This book is an attempt of the description of this knowledge. The authors set
themselves the task to bring closer to the reader the contemporary socio-economic
space, including cultural and political determinants occurring in the space. Therefore,
in the text, except for general information relating to the overall basic human activities
in space, we find contents concerning the newest forms of management, innovations
and creation of the economic networks, etc. According to the authors, such an
approach is to bring closer to the reader the knowledge necessary to know the
framework for the functioning of the economy in the new reality, not forgetting the
spatial aspect, as each human activity has its place in the time and space. We cannot
live out of the time and out of the space.
The authors would like to thank reviewers for valuable comments which
contributed to the improvement of the quality of the publication.
Stanisław Korenik, Oğuz Özbek
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